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method has been superseded by the Lands Tribunal Act, 1949, which
replaces the arbitrator by a central tribunal appointed by the Lord
Chancellor. This court, the members of which must be lawyers or
surveyors, has other jurisdiction in matters relating to land valuation.1
Under the prerogative there is power to deprive the subject of Defence,
possession of his property for the defence of the realm in time of
national danger: Attorney-General v. De Keysets Royal Hotel Ltd.,
[1920] A.C. 508; K. & L. 86. The various precedents extending back
to the seventeenth century point to a usage of payment, but Lord
Dunedin, in the case cited, did not consider that such usage imposed
an obligation upon the Crown to pay compensation. There are
permanent Acts which govern the acquisition or requisition 2 of land
for defence purposes (Defence Acts, 1842 to 1873), and under these
Acts compensation is payable. During both the First and Second
World Wars additional powers were taken. The Defence of the
Realm Act, 1914, provided for the suspension by regulation of any
restrictions on the acquisition of land contained in the Defence Acts,
though the Crown was not thereby relieved of the obligation to pay
compensation (De Keysets Hotel Case, ante). The specific purposes
for which regulations could be made under the Emergency Powers
(Defence) Act, 1939,3 included (a) the taking possession or control
on behalf of His Majesty of any property, (b) the acquisition on
behalf of His Majesty of any property other than land. The Emer-
gency Powers (Defence) Act, 1940, authorised the making of regu-
lations requiring persons to place their property at the disposal of
His Majesty. No regulations were, however, made under this Act
authorising the acquisition as distinct from the requisition of land.
The acquisition by the Crown of land requisitioned for war purposes
is governed by the Requisitioned Land and War Works Acts, 1945
and 1948. The assessment of compensation for the use of land and
the acquisition of other property during the Second World War was
regulated by the Compensation (Defence) Act, 1939.4 During the
First World War it was held (in De Keysets Hotel Case, ante) that
the Crown could not compel an owner of requisitioned property to
accept a rent assessed on an ex gratia basis by a non-statutory
tribunal, the Defence of the Realm Losses Commission. Under the
Act of 1939 two specialised tribunals were established—a General
1 P. 346, ante.
a Requisition, as opposed to acquisition, implies temporary occupation.
3 P. 3^4, post.
* This Act affords a good example of administrative quasi-legislation (p. 361,
ante). The Act excludes fair wear and tear from the Crown's liability to make
good damage done. The Treasury has ruled that fair wear and tear may be
taken into account. It may be suggested that the proper course would have
been to amend the Act by deleting the exclusion. As it is, the subject has no
right enforceable by law to claim for fair wear and tear.

